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	International and Regional Programs

Background Papers



	Title
	ISO and IEC Modalities of Cooperation with Partner Standards Developing Organizations

	
	

	Objective / Issue
	To provide information on IEC and ISO programs to partner with external organizations and take advantage of existing standards in the development of IEC or ISO standards.

	
	

	IEC’s Partnering or Dual Logo Program


	This program has been approved in principle to enter into specific, limited cooperation with other organizations in specific areas of electrotechnology not already under consideration in IEC’s technical program.  Upon recommendation by the IEC President, IEC Council may decide it serves the IEC’s interests and its markets to establish limited cooperation to publish dual logo standards with organizations having sufficient global reach.  If approved, the IEC/SMB will determine how to address the project consistent with the Directives, that there is no overlap with current IEC work, and that a consensus-based process is established for the project.  If approved, an Implementation Agreement is drawn up.  This agreement will cover IPR concerns, especially to enable the originator to hold copyright and to allow IEC NCs to nationally adopt without royalties.  If amendments or modifications are done on a dual logo standard in the originating organization, the current dual logo standard will be withdrawn after the new version is completed and submitted to IEC.

	
	

	ISO’s Partnering Programs


	Over the course of ISO’s history, the organization or its committees have produced a variety of partnering approaches:


· Recognized standardizing bodies [International Commission on Illumination (CIE); the International Union of Leather Technologists and Chemists Societies (IULTCS); and the International Institute of Welding (IIW)] who have the ability to proposed their standards for adoption by ISO.

· Various specific committee arrangements with liaison organizations to bring the standards of those organizations into ISO.

· ISO/TC 20 (Aircraft and space vehicles) adoption/recognition of existing standards developed by other organizations.

· The ISO/CEN Vienna Agreement, which details partnering and cooperation with European standardization.

· Inclusion of normative references in ISO standards to non-ISO standards.

· Recognition of original source standards in the Foreword or Bibliography of an ISO standard.

· Recent U.S. SDO pilot projects to bring select standards of those SDOs into ISO.

· The new ISO PSDO Cooperation Agreements which are expected to be the approach for future ISO partnering.

Related to this last bullet point, the ISO document detailing the modalities for cooperation is available for your information and use.  The agreement targets any globally relevant SDO when partnership may improve or be more efficient than normal ISO processes.  Potential partners under this agreement could be any SDOs with multinational input and global reach (US-based or otherwise), international fora and consortia.  Proposed Modalities of Cooperation detailed in this agreement include:

· Promotion of normative referencing between relevant ISO and PSDO standards.

· Processing of an already published standard by:

· Fast-tracking a PSDO standard at the DIS stage to become an ISO standard;

· Fast-tracking a PSDO standard at the FDIS stage to become an ISO standard; or

· A PSDO may formally adopt a published ISO standard, subject to an agreement between the PSDO and the ISO member body in the country where the PSDO is legally domiciled.


· Cooperation in the development of an ISO International Standard by:

· Joint development between the ISO/TC/SC and the PSDO.

· Delegated development of the ISO standard to the PSDO.

PSDOs must accept and respect the rights and responsibilities of ISO members under ISO's fundamental principles, especially:

Right 2:  ISO members may distribute and sell national adoptions of ISO Standards without paying royalties or additional fees to ISO or to any of its other members.

Any proposed agreement between ISO and a candidate PSDO submitted to ISO Council for approval will specify:


· The arrangements made for sharing copyright associated to jointly produced publications;

· The compensation agreed in relation to the distribution of work (e.g. publication, editing); and

· When relevant, the terms of the commercial collaboration between the ISO system and the PSDO, including distribution arrangements at international and national levels.



	
	

	The Role of ANSI and the USNC in Advancing New Partnering Agreements


	ANSI and the USNC can provide value to U.S.-based SDOs by:


· Advising the SDO on the details of its proposal in order to optimize its acceptance within ISO or IEC;

· Ensuring that the rights of all ISO national members and IEC national committees are respected, including those of the national member or committee where the PSDO is based; and

· Indicating its formal support and acting as an advocate for the partnering proposals in ISO or IEC governance bodies.

	
	

	ANSI Policy Body Addressing Issue
	ANSI International Policy Committee
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	Steven Cornish

Program Director – International Policy

American National Standards Institute

E-mail:
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Telephone:
+1.212.642.4969
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Program Director – International Policy
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	Publication Date
	August 2005

	
	

	Reprints
	This document is publicly available.  
Further distribution to interested parties is encouraged.
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